
Meet Miriam Krieger
I was born completely blind, but had cor-
neal transplants as a baby, so I have some 
vision. I can read large print, but my eyes 
get tired easily because I only use one eye 
to read. As I got older I knew I wanted to 
be independent. I knew I needed to get out 
into the world and see if I could do things 
for myself. As soon as I heard about The 
Hatlen Center for the Blind, I decided to 
come, because at the Center, we have no 
choice, we have to do everything by our-
selves. I thought that would be the perfect 
opportunity for me to try being indepen-
dent.
 
I was very nervous when I fi rst got here 
because I didn’t know anybody, and I was 
wondering how I was going to get things 
done. Really, I didn’t know what I was do-
ing. I needed a lot of guidance when I fi rst 
came.  My confi dence about everything 
was just so low. I was very, very afraid of 
the stovetop. I was really afraid to get on a 
bus. I was very, very self-conscious about 
using a cane. I didn’t know how to pay my 
bills. Now I can cook anything I want on the 
stove. Now I have absolutely no problem 
going to and from San Francisco on BART 
or to Berkeley on the bus. And I’ve learned 
that the cane is really a protection for me. 
I have learned how to keep a budget, so 
I know what I spend each month and can 
determine if I have a little extra money to 
go to Starbucks with friends or not. It’s a 
big responsibility, but I feel very good about 
what I can do.
 
The other reason I got over being nervous 
is because I made friends almost instantly. 
A lot of people in my high school didn’t 
know how to deal with my visual impair-
ment. They thought it was weird or what-
ever, so I didn’t really have that many close 
friends. But from the fi rst day I came to The 

Hatlen Center, I was making friends left 
and right, it was amazing. I couldn’t believe 
what was happening. And I don’t think 
there was one person at The Hatlen Center 
that I truly did not get along with. I made a 
lot, and I mean a lot, of new friends. My so-
cial life has defi nitely changed for the better.
 
My parents can’t believe all the things I’m 
doing now, and it’s all because of The 
Hatlen Center. Now I’m moving to an apart-
ment in El Cerrito, and I’m going to attend 
Berkeley City College. After that, my dream 
is to attend UC Berkeley. I also have a 
volunteer job with TeleCare. It’s a program 
for seniors who are homebound.  I call 
and check up on them to see if they need 
anything.  I would encourage any young 
adult who wants to live independently to 
look into The Hatlen Center. I’m certain that 
if I were still in San Diego, where I’m from, 
things would be just the way they were 
before. That was fi ne when I was younger, 
but now I want to live my own life, and that 
is exactly the opportunity that is available 
at The Hatlen Center. It was a great experi-
ence for me.
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THE HCB DIFFERENCE

The most important point of 

difference between the Hatlen 

Program and other programs is 

that our students are not living 

in a simulated real-life setting—

they are living independently 

in apartments among sighted 

neighbors in the real world 

with guidance from our highly 

trained staff of professionals.

To learn more, apply, or donate,

visit www.hcblind.org

or call (510) 234-4984

2430 Road 20, #B112

San Pablo, CA  94806

Volunteer Danielle Mourning has not 

only helped out on several field trips 

this year, she also took some amaz-

ing photographs of our students and 

staff kayaking in Tomales Bay and 

on a trip to Alcatraz. Thank you so 

much, Danielle!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

www.hcblind.org Watch for our new website, going live before the end of the year!  www.hcblind.org

If you would like to sign up 

for our e-newsletter and 

help reduce our paper use, 

simply send an email to 

news@hcblind.org
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WINGS OF FREEDOM AWARD

PAULA LeDUC LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

($1,000 and up unrestricted annual gift) 

($10,000-$25,000)

Robert Barnett *Includes corporate match        

  from Chevron

Ara Chackerian 

Gloria McGlaughlin 

Dick Rasmussen 

($2,000-$9,999)

Contra Costa Braille Transcribers  

Timothy Ford 

Arthur Goldman, VP, Ritchie Commercial *In  

  kind gift

Jim and Paula LeDuc 

Liatis Foundation 

Robert and Susan Scherr 

Christine Harkinson 

Jim and Patricia Maffei 

Delmas Webb, Jr. 

Patricia Webb and Andrew Webb 

Patricia Williams 

($1,000 - $1,999)

Anonymous

Jeff and Katie Bairstow

Maureen Dorsey, DVM

The Gibney Family Foundation

Carolyn and Douglas Haney

Edith Dimmler

Mary LeDuc

Mechanics Bank  

James and Joan Meyer

Janet and David Mourning

Kathleen and Dan Toney

William Van Dyk, DDS

Ellen Voyles

Ann and Doug Wilhelm

Steve Young

SPONSORS’ LEAGUE
($500-$999)
Anonymous
Berkeley Clinic Auxiliary
Mike and Gina Cole
Delta Gamma Alumnae, Diablo Valley
Richard Dorris
Richard Fuller
Carole and Redge Martin
Duncan Matteson
Allen and Donna Segrist
Diane Smith
Petal Turner

DONORS’ CIRCLE
($250-499)
Denise Audet
Patty Biasca
Delta Gamma Alumnae, Palo Alto
Dream Dinners
Zenaida and Berton Fujisaki
Nancy Phinnessee

CONTRIBUTOR’S LEAGUE
($100-$249)
Anonymous
Ninos Benyamin
Carolyn Blair
Cheri Bryant

D. Butler
Vivian Chan 
Fazeela Ferouz
Richard and Ahtossa Fullerton
James Gammon
Adrienne and Roger Giles
Anna and George Harkinson
Hatlen Center staff
Arthur and Mary Jenson
Bob and Laurie LeDuc
Judith Lesner and Walter Buxton
Antonio Malacas, Jr.
Susan and Thomas Moore
Kristy Morrow
Ken and Pearlene Munson
Rachid Nazih
Susan and Michael Neuwelt, M.D.
Oddfellows Lodge $196, Rodeo, CA
Peter R. Perry
Alice Prussin
George and JoAnne Riggs
Thomas and Kathleen Roos
Steve Roseman & Jeanne Jew
Tommy and Louise Salazar
Melwin Singh
David W. Tam, O.D.
Joanne Wong

FRIENDS OF THE HATLEN CENTER
(up to $100)
Marge Abbott
Anonymous
Joanne Backer
Joan Bell
Desiree Braganza
Patrick and MaryAnn Carter
Steven Cassel
Maryann Chin
Jody Cornelius
Robin Anita Dean
Sue and Peter Elkind
Michelle Ferretta

Catherine Fields
Sharon Finer
Lisa Gessow
Yelena Granovskaya
Lisa Hammon
Robert and Mary Hatch
H. Bradley Hill
Herbert and Karen Isenberg
Sarah and Howard Kaplan
Pearline King
Kathleen Lewis
Mariko Lindsay
Mary Lou Martin
Howard and Amy Mass
Geoff and Deborah Perel
Vicky and Joseph Quinto
Christopher Runde
Christa Rybczynski and Lawrence Grown
Louise Salazar
Alene Shaibi
Sue Tallon
Tina and Dan Tonelli
Prindle Vaux
Betsy Wada
Fran Whipple
Chris Wilcox
Stephen J. Willis
Grace Wong
Pete Wurzburger
Betty Jo and Douglas Yamamoto

TECHNOLOGY LAB DONATIONS
Access Ingenuity
Dolphin Computer Access
GW Micro-Chris Park
Lodestar Charitable Fund
Roxanne Stallings

GRANTS
Dreyers Ice Cream
The Gibney Family Foundation
Google AdWords

Kraft Cares
Dean and Margaret Lesher Foundation
San Pablo Community Foundation
Soroptimist
Taproot Foundation

IN KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
Adobe Liquor
Alcatraz Island, Golden Gate National 
  Recreation Area
Mae Banks
Ara Chackerian
Donsuemor Madeleines
Exploratorium
Janet Camilla Fjeldstad
Christine Harkinson
Rosemary Hegarty
Home Depot
Danielle Mourning
Noah’s Bagels
David Parker
REI Coop
San Pablo Lions Club
Starbucks Coffee
Wolf’s Kempo Karate

IN MEMORY OF
Sandy Clausen 
John Erichson
Kaye Forman
Sachiko Hideshima
Eileen Higgins
William LeDuc
Tom Lewis
Marian Normart
Valerie Salazar
Ann L. Segrist
James W. Segrist
Muthana Shaibi
Stephanie Shoemaker
Carol Wolfe
Everett Turner

IN HONOR OF
Douglas Gerry
Christine Harkinson
Paula and James LeDuc
Kristen Phinnessee
JoAnne & George Riggs
Samir Shaibi
Petal Turner
Andrew Webb

VOLUNTEERS
Robert Barnett
Matt Durning
Danielle Mourning

THANKS ALSO TO:
Chevron Humankind Employee Funds
Community Health Charities of California
eScrip donors
Local Independent Charities of America
United Way

We apologize to anyone whose name we 
may have forgotten to list here. Please know 

that your support is deeply appreciated.

“We make a living by what we get. 
We make a life by what we give.”    
     -Sir Winston Churchill

Although the State is late in paying us, we are still getting paid, and even though the 

students have sustained a cut in their SSI income, they are still managing to pay their 

bills. In other words, despite the economic downturn, we are happy to report that 

our program has not changed. The students had an incredible time recently on a 

kayak trip to Tomales Bay, and just last week they came back feeling really pumped 

up from a self-defense class called Kid Power. A few days ago one of the students 

brought me a custard dish of homemade chocolate souffl é, hot from the oven. Tru-

ism: It’s diffi cult to worry about much of anything while eating chocolate souffl é!  We 

have a really great group of students this year, young people who are working hard on this very real chance to become 

independent.  With a little help from our friends, I know we will survive this economy. And what a wonderful, loyal 

group of friends we have! Your names are listed below.  Your gifts to The Hatlen Center are more deeply appreciated 

than we can ever express.  As long as your loyalty remains strong, we will continue to sustain the quality of program 

for which we are so well known. Thank you so much.  -Patricia Williams, Executive Director

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
At a Gala event held on October 15 in Louisville, Kentucky, our founder, Dr. 

Philip Hatlen, was presented with the Wings of Freedom award, the high-

est award presented by the American Printing House for the Blind (APH) 

for service to our fi eld. In fact, this award has been presented only 13 times 

in APH’s150-year history.  Held at the beautiful Mohammed Ali Center, 

over 400 people attended the ceremony and celebration. The outpouring 

of love and appreciation from the APH staff and so many of Phil’s friends, 

the wonderful venue, speeches, and food coalesced into a truly magical 

evening. In cannot be overstated how much Phil’s prolifi c contributions to 

our fi eld have empowered thousands of people who are blind and visually 

impaired.  In addition, he has mentored and inspired hundreds of teachers 

to enter the fi eld, including myself. We are so proud to be carrying on Phil’s 

philosophy and legacy at The Hatlen Center for the Blind. 

As you think of making your end-
of-year donations, please consider 
supporting the work of The Hatlen 
Center for the Blind

DONATIONS     2008 - 2009

Dr. Tuck Tinsley III (right), president of APH, 

presents award to Dr Phil Hatlen (left)

www.hcblind.org


